Comparative study of palatine tonsil histology in mammals, with special reference to tonsillar salivary glands.
The authors studied the histology of palatine tonsils from various mammals. Special reference was made to tonsillar salivary glands, which are usually rudimentary in humans. Tonsillar salivary glands were a prominent feature in all categories of mammals studied, apart from humans. As far as the authors were aware, no previous study had focussed on tonsillar salivary glands in mammals. The putative physiological implications are discussed.